
WASHINGTON.
" Liberty and Uulou, uow uud forever, one and

inseparable."

SATURDAY, MAY 28, 1853.

"RUSSIA" AND THE "UNION."

In the editorial department of the " Washington
Union " there appeared, a few days ago, an article
under the head of " Russia," founded upon a work

recently published in this country, in which the

present and prospective Relations of Russia and the
United States are discussed. The article of the
"Union" takes issue on oertain material points
with the author of this book, and speaks with more

respect of the Government of Russia than has been
usual on the part of the Orators and Journalists of
that portion of the Democracy which rejoices in the
designation of " Young America," and their fa¬
miliars and followers. We need not state more

particularly the contents of the article referred to,
since it is republished entire in the foregoing
columns.

The appearance of this article at the present junc¬
ture, when the starting of a new topic relieved
somewhat the sameness and dryness of newspaper
discussions, has been the signal for a simultaneous
movement on the part of all who dissent from the
views expressed in the " Union " on this subject,
not only from presses opposed to the Administra¬
tion of which the "Union" is the generally reputed
organ, but also from some of those journals which
claim to be more exclusively Democratic in their
principles than the Administration itself. Thus
assailed, the writer of the article in the " Union,"
(an Associate Editor of that paper,) desiring to take
upon himself the responsibility of its authorship,
and to justify it before the general Public, has re¬

sorted, under his proper signature, to our columns
for that purpose, in a communication which will be
found on the preceding page.

In freely admitting this communication into our

columns, we do not of course adopt the language or

the opinions of its writer, as expressed either in the

original article in the "Union" or in the expose
tion of it to which we now give a place, but leave
them both to speak for themselves.
We take it for granted that the writer would

have not sought a hearing through the columns of
the National Intelligence, had not some obstacle in¬
terposed to his giving his exposition to the Public
through a more natural and convenient medium.

Whilst committing to paper this brief introduc¬
tion, our attention has been caught by an article
upon this particular controversy in a sterling Whig
paper, which, in its calm and rational tone, ap¬
proaches nearer to our own view of the matter than
any that we have yet met with. We transfer it,
therefore, to our columns, as follows :

FROM TUB ALBANY " STATE HKOISTKR " OF MAY 24.
Russia and the United States..There is an acrimo¬

nious controversy going on in the public press in regard
to an article which appeared in the Washington " Union"
Bome few days since, to some extent laudatory of Russia ;
not of her despotic institutions, but of the character of her
Emperors for energy and wisdom as statesmen, and for
straightforward honesty of purpose as rulers of a great
nation. The " Union " being regarded as the organ of-
the Administration, the article referred to has been the
subject of severe criticism on the part of the Whig press
generally. For ourselves, we think this strong animad¬
version uncalled for. Russia, though in all that pertains
to governmental institutions is in perfect antagonism to
the United States, and to all our notions and axioms of
human liberty, is a great and prosperous nation, present¬
ing an example of progress unequalled in all Europe. In
her rapid growth and advancement in power her only
parallel can be found in our own country. Less than a

century and a half ago Russia was hardly known, and

certainly not recognised as a respectable Power. Within
that period she has become one of the leading nations of
Europe and of the world, able to cope with the strongest,
and speaking with a voice potential in all councils involv¬
ing the destiny of Empires. Despotic though she be, the
arts of civilixation have kept pace with the growth of
her power.

Unlike every other nation of Europe, she is yet young
and vigorous. There iB nothing dilapidated, nothing an¬

cient about her; no chronip disease preying upon her
vitals. Her energies have not been wasted by dissipa¬
tion, nor her stamina impaired by licentiousness. In this
she differs from all the other crumbling Powers of Eu.
rope. Her career is yet before her, and her glory is to
come. The past is not her treasure, and history is not
all that is left to feed her pride. Her Emperors have been
emphatically Russian, and in energy of character have
surpassed all the potentates of their times. They have
watched with sleepless vigilance the interests of their
people, and have led on in the pathway of renown. Un¬
like most other despotic rulers, they have not abused the
Kmitless power confided to them. We hate despotism in
all its for-ns. We love the free institutions of our own

country above all estimation. We love republican liber¬
ty and prize American civilixation beyond expression.
But the history of Russian progress proves that a people
may move forward under the worst form of despotism if
the monarch that holds their destiny in his band Is mind¬
ful of the trusts confided to him. We can honor the des¬
pot who uses for good the power he wields, while we de¬
nounce the folly that places the lives and liberties of mil¬
lions at the hazard of his will. Antipodes in all that per¬
tains to government as the American and Russian are, yet
there is that in the hiatory of both that naturally excites
sympathy and fellowship of feeling, lloth are young,
both of modern origin, but recently admitted among
the nations of the earth, and both speeding onward and
upward in their career of renown, while the other Powers
of the world are stationary, or retrogressing. The desti¬
ny of both is before them, and the pride of progress belongs
to them alone. We honor Russia, not for her despotism,
not for her institutions of government, but because, like
that of our own eagle, her course is upward, with an eye
undaxxlcd by the brightness and a wing unwearied by the
flight.

CtTMntRLAiiD Coal Trade..The amount of coal sent to
market from Cumberland this week (as we learn from the
Miners' Journal) was 10,188 tons, of which 5,034 tons
went by the railroad and 6,149 by the canal, showing a

falling off, as compared with the business of the previous
week, of 944 tons. The falling off was occasioned by the
sinking of a canal boat at the mouth of the locks at Cum-
berland, and by a slight break in the cansl near Han-
cock. These obstacles being removed, there is every
reason to believe that the trade will go on prosperously
hereafter. The canal oontinnes in fine boating order, with
an abundant supply of watgr.

Capon Hprinos..All persons who have ever enjoyed
the invigorating mountain air and the delightful baths
of the health-giving Capon Springs will be gratified to
learn (by the advertisement in another column) that the
Mountain Houte will be opened in the course of next
month by an experienced and excellent manager. >

NORTH CAROLINA COPPFR.
Rich Coitkr Mini..We have seen in the hands of

one of the lessees of the Albright Copper Mine, in Chat¬
ham county, some specimens of ore much rieher than
those first obtained, and learn from him that at the depth
of thirteen feet a solid body of pure oopper, eleven inches
thick, had been fonnd. Its extent, in width and length,
Baa not yet been ascertained..N. C. Obtervtr.

THE SANDWICH ISLANDS AND FRANCE.

Au article recently appeared ia the Provideuce
Journal.which ia one of the most reliable as well
as discreetly conservative journals in the country.
accusing the French Government of hostile designs
against the Hawaiian Kingdom, and strongly inti¬
mating the desire of that Government to take pos¬
session of the Sandwich Islands. The article has
been extensively republished and commented on;
and the Union of this city had an article on this
subject, in which the editor, admitting the proba¬
bility that the statement of the Journal may in the
main be true, whilst erroneous in some of its de¬
tails. gives the following Buccinct narrative of the
causes of dispute between the Government of France
and that of the Sandwich Islands :
" The story of the discovery of the Hawaiian group of

islands by the famous navigator Capt. Cook, on the 19th
day of Junuary, 1778, and of his melancholy end, is fa¬
miliar to the intelligent reader. The advantages of the
group, as a rendezvous for vessels cruising in the Pacific
ocean, brought its heathen inhabitants into frequent con¬
tact with the merohants of civilized nations. Of an ex-
ceeuingly tractable and docile natyire, the inlanders readi-
ly yielded to the influences of a christian civilization, in¬
somuch that the first oorps of American missionaries found
them in 1820 equally eager to reject their old system of
idolatrous superstition, aud to escape from the blackness
of barbarism. The traffic of the merchants prepared the
way for the Gospel of the missionary, and in less than fif¬
teen years the faith of the Protestant christian became
the established religion of the people and the Government.
Meanwhile the whole group of islands had been reduced
to one dominion by the great chief Kamehameha I, the
' Napoleon of the Paoific,' who was so much loved and
reverenced by his subjects that the pious proposition of
an enthusiastic mourner to ' eat him raw' would have been
undoubtedly carried into effect but for the interposition
of the missionaries, who procured for the deceased mon¬
arch a more decent and christian burial.
"About the year 1839 a company of French Catholics

arrived m the islands, and began to teach with that suc¬
cess which has attended their missionary labors in all
quarters of the globe. The Government took offence at
their inroads on the established religion of the Kingdom,
banished the Catholics, and persecuted their converts.
Subsequently the system of persecution was abandoned,
and the Catholic missionaries were allowed to return to
the islands, but under certain disabilities. Just about
that time Capt. Laplace, of.the French frigate L'Artemise
arrived at Honolulu, and under threats of immediate hos¬
tilities extortod for the Catholics the same "privileges en¬
joyed by Protestants, and also bullied Government into a
treaty for the admission of French wines and brandies at a
very low duty. For the faithful performance of these
stipulations he extorted a security of twenty thousand
dollars. Of course the British authorities would not be
outdone by the French ; so in 1843 Lord George Paulet,
of her Majesty's ship Carysfort, went a bowshot beyond
the insolence of Capt. Laplace, and made such demands
upon the King that, in utter despair, he abdicated his au¬
thority, and surrendered his dominions to Queen Victoria
The cession was accepted by Lord George Paulet, and the
government of the islands put into commission. The su-

yT °! thieo^gln h Was of brief durution: for on the
JlstofJu^ 184J, Rear Admiral Thomas cancelled the
acts of Sir George Paulet, and restored the dominion of
the islands to their legitimate sovereign. The Govern¬
ment of Kamehameha III. has since been formally ac¬
knowledged by the United States, England, France, Rus¬
sia, and possibly by other Powers.

" 1 he concessions to the French commander, especially
in regard to the admission of wines and brandies into the
Hawaiian kingdom, as they were made under the pressure
ol compulsion, have been very reluctantly and imperfectly
carried out, if not formally revoked. In consequence, the
trench Government has repeatedly manifested an un¬
friendly disposition towards the Hawaiian kingdom ; and
it is not at all improbable that the report of a hostile ex¬
pedition against the islands has some foundation in fact.
T io manner m which the French Government seized upon
the Society Wands does not at all remove the suspicion
of their designs against the Hawaiian group."
The " Union" then expresses itself in the follow¬

ing terms respecting the policy of the National Ad¬
ministration in reference to this affair :

" Itis manifest that the native government of the Sand¬
wich Islands exists only by sufferance. It is equally
manifest that it is rapidly sinking from an inherent decay
which nothing can arrest. In 1798 the aboriginal popu-

I® J!..*"1"1 l8,,in<l8 was but littIe ,e8s than
8 0 lt was but : and by the census

of 18o0 it was computed at scarcely 80,000 souls. In the

SMIthC 0f death8 0Ter bir^ was

; At this rate of decrease the native population of
the islands will become extinct by the end of the century!
As the native population disappears, the vacuum is filled
up by immigration chiefly from the United States The
education, the religion, the trade, and even the govern¬
ment of the islands, are already under American control
The relations between this country and the Hawaiian
kingdom are analogous to those which existed between
the United States and the Republic of Texas. The Hawa-

Q°7«rn®«nt has more than once proposed some sort
of political connexion with the United States.whether
the surrender of its dominions, and a formal annexation
cannot be determined until the publication of the official
correspondence on the subject. It is understood that the
proffer, whatever its nature, was rejected by the late Ad¬
ministration. The Senate sought information on the na¬
ture of the negotiations, but President Fillmore declined
to publish the correspondence between the two Govern-
menta.

" Whatever differences of opinion may exist as to the
proper interpretation of the Monroe doctrine, all are
agreed that under no circumstance can this Government
suffer the dominion of the Sandwich Islands to be trans-
ferred to any other Power. Such transfer could never be
made but by violence, and in disregard to the wishes of
the people as well as of the Government of the islands.
The present king has announced his intention, in any dif¬
ficulty with a foreign Power, to throw himself upon the
protection of the American Government. In such an
emergency the duty of this Government would be suffi¬
ciently obvious. The possession of the Sandwich Islands
is essential to the protection of our rapidly increasing
commerce m the Pacific. Lying midway between Cali¬
fornia and < hina, in the path of the American and Asiatic
commerce.constituting a convenient rallying point for
our whaling vessels, and a necessary station for the relief
and supply of the steamships which at no distant day will
run from San francisoo to Shanghai and Jeddo.they
.ould not pass under the dominion of any one of the chief
maritime nations without manifest and serious detriment
to American interests. Reclaimed from paganism by the
zealous efforts of American missionaries, introduced to
the comforts and refinements of civilization by the enter¬
prise of American merchants, their system of religion, of
education, and of government sustained by the generous
aid of American citizens, it is not surprising that the Ha-
waimn natives, in escaping from the rapanty of foreign
Powers, should seek shelter under the protecting wing of
the American Union."
The Charleston Mercury ridicules these views of

the "Union," and says :

The statements of the Unien touching the history
of the Sandwich Islands are authentic. They seem to
us, however, to offer but a feeble support to its
views that the United States have peculiar claims to
the possession of these islands, or that their possession
is desirable to us. When they were first discovered by
Capt. Cook they were populous, savago, and warlike. In
the course of three quarters of a century they have be¬
come christianized; sottish, imbecile, and their numbers
reduced to one-fifth of what they were. These results are

not very flattering to our patronage. * # # #

And what do we want of them ? Fonr thousand miles
distant from »ur territories; too small to make a State,
and.condemned for all time to be peopled by the rowdy
and vagabond offshoots of all the nations of the earth,
they would be a mere source of embarrassment and ex¬

pense. To take possession of them would be to break
through one of the best-established principles of our sys¬
tem ; it would be the beginning of dintant colonization in
the European sense. And for so pitiful an object are we

to begin the fatal enterprise of erecting military »lationt over

the world, on the plea of th* protection of commerce f
it is urged that these Islands lie in the way of our trade

with Asia. With some thousand miles of open sea in every
direction around them, they are in the way only of thone
who teek them. When people trade, as the United States
io, with all the world, why, all the world is in their way;
shall they therefore lay claim to it all?
Our real interest is to preserve the independence of the

Sandwich Islands, and an equal participation in the bene¬
fits of their position by all nations. The more who fre¬
quent them, the better for all; just as a large hotel is
more sure of aocummodation than a petty tavern. They
are the Hotel of the North Pacific Ocean.

Every reflecting reader must, we think, concur
in the oommon-neDAe view taken of this matter by

th« CkarUtiou mM%iry. The view would be en¬

tirely just, both iu regard k> the character, condi¬
tion, and only value which these islands can be of
to other nations, and to the policy of annexing
them to this Union, were they ten times as valua¬
ble, and were, as is reported, offered to our free ac¬

ceptance. But on this point we have reaixm to be¬
lieve that there has been a great misconception
spread through the country by news-writers. We
have grounds for believing that a concession of the
Sandwich Islands has not been offered to the Unit¬
ed States by their King Kahmchamha, and that
the overture said to have been made was not a ces¬

sion of the islands, but simply a protectorate
against the supposed design of Franco on the inde¬
pendence of the Islands; although to accede to the
latter would hardly be for us a greater folly than
the former..Nat. Intel

ON THE FISHERIES.
The prospect of the conclusion of a reciprocity

arrangement with the British Provinces (says the
Boston Journal) is becoming more and more dim
aud distant, in consequence of the exorbitant de¬
mands of our Provincial neighbors. The Eastern
Proviuces refuse to surrender the fisheries unless
the United States will register their vessels aud ad¬
mit the Provincial ship-owners^) the privileges of
the coasting trade. This is not to be thought of.
Canada has always been in favor of the reciprocity
system, and of a liberal arrangement of the fishery
question. But a committee of the Canadian Parlia¬
ment has recently made a report in opposition to any
arrangement whereby the proposed fishery rights
shall be conceded to the United States. They say
in fact, that the United States can offer nothing that
would be equivalent for the grant of the fisheries.
Uur Provincial friends are altogether too shrewd
m making a bargain. They are likely to overreach
themselves. The United States have shown a dis¬
position to conclude an arrangement which will be
liberal to the Provinces, and which will materially
contribute to their welfare and prosperity. If they
fail to meet us in the same spirit of fairness and
liberality, the whole negotiation must fall to the
ground. The United States can get along without
reciprocity much better than the Provinces can.

SPUNKY.
The Portsmouth (N. II.) Messenger (Freesoil)

says of a proposition to secure the popular branch
of the New Hampshire Legislature next year, by a
union of Whigs and Freesoilers:

" We tell the gentleman frankly and firmly that we will
have nothing to do with any such arrangement, and we
believe such to be the determination of nearly all the
Free Democrats in this vicinity. We will do all we can
to elect Freesoil Democrats, and caro not how many Whigs
vote for our candidates ; but we will not advocate the
election of, nor vote for, any Whig who subscribes to the
Baltimore platform. Between such aud an old hunker
Democrat we have no choice.they differ only in name,
while Freesoil Democrats fight for principle. To secure
a few State offices by coalition with the Whigs would not
strengthen our party in the least, although it might be
very gratifying to the recipients of those few offices. But
the Freesoil Democracy have nobler aims in view than
the spoils of office.the victory they strive for is the tri¬
umph of their principle*, as set forth in the Pittsburg plat¬
form. They expect not to win the victory this week or

this year, but they are as certain of its final triumph as

they are of the immortality of truth. It must be achiev¬
ed by converting the mass of the people to our doctrine,
and not by sacrificing our principles to secure a present
apparent advantage."
The Freesoilers of Massachusetts have no such stub¬

born independence of principle as is evinced by their
brethren in New Hampshire. They walk into a coalition
with Baltimore-platform Democrats with as little trouble
and excitement us they walk home to dinner; and the
Democrats, taking the matter quite as coolly, swear to
the Baltimore platform in their own conventions, and
vote for Buffalo platform men at the polls, and declare
that it is all right, because »hey thus help to '. defeat the
Whigs, and have no other "aimsin view than the spoils
of office.".Boiton Courier.

Missouri Elections..The St. Louis Republican cor-

?*ct8 the erroneous impressions of some of the newspapers
that at the next August elections iu Missouri a State Le¬
gislature is to be chosen, and that consequently the ques¬
tion of Col. Benton's re-election to the United States
Senate will be then definitely settled. This is a mistake.
No election for members of the General Assembly will
take place in that State until August of next year. The
ensuing election will be merely for the choice of clerks
of courts and other county officers, except in the Third
and Seventh Congressional districts, where special elec¬
tions for representatives in the next Congress are to be
held under a law of the last Legislature.

Mississippi..The Democrats of North Mississippi are
in open rebellion against King Cauous. They repudiate
the nomination of Mr. Barksdalk for member of Con¬
gress from the State at large by the Democratic State
Convention. The Aberdeen Democrat plainly says that
Mr. Barksdale cannot be elected. - Mr. Kiubbn Davis
is the favorite of the North Mississippi Democrats, and
they are determined to run him as an independent candi¬
date. A convention of the Democracy of North Missis¬
sippi is to be held in Pontotoc on the 4th of July "to
nominate a candidate for the 8tat« at large, and also to
take into consideration the propriety of breaking up the
entire nomination of the Jackson Convention."- - Picayune.

Dr. Kank, of the Arctic expedition, has recontly re¬

ceived a gratifying evidence of th- general ii l»rcst taken
in his daring undertaking, in an autograph letter from
the King of Denmark. * The letter directs the authorities
of the colonies in Greenland to afford all possible assist¬
ance to the expedition. This is the more gratifying be¬
cause it was entirely unasked and unexpected.
An important movement has been made in the New

School Presbyterian General Assembly at Buffalo. A
large sum is appropriated, after the Congregational fash¬
ion, for purposes of church extension in the West. On
the second Sunday in November a general collection is to
be taken up in all the churches in aid of the project. The
funds to be raised will be intrusted to a committee resident
in New York and Philadelphia. Nineteen thousand dol¬
lars from Missouri and Illinois are already obtained, and
will be made over. The great and praiseworthy success

of the similar effort undertaken by the Congregational
denomination inspires hopes of a like reception for this.

[AVw York Timet.

Peru and Bolivia hnve got into a muss, which our Val¬
paraiso correspondent denominates war, though it cer¬

tainly is not war, unless it be a war of diplomacy and ta¬
riffs. In consequence of the expulsion of the Peruvian
Minister from Bolivia, on a charge of plotting against the
Bolivian Government, the Peruvian Government has issued
a decree imposing excessive duties upon most Bolivian
articles passing through Peru to the ocean, and also upon
foreign merchandise passing through Peru for consump¬
tion in Bolivia. It is very possible that these difficulties
may retult in war, but we hope not.Jour, of Commerce.

Tiir Rhode Island Liquor Law..The Providence Jour¬
nal says that the position of th.> prohibitory liquor law in
Khode Island is not a little curious. The people voted to
sustain the law by near 1,000 majority, and elected a
ticket opposed to it by 1,500 majority. In Providence the
majority for the law was near 400, while a delegation was
elected to the General Assembly unfavorable to the law
and in part bitterly hostile to it. The General Assembly
thus elected dared not fulfil their pledges to repeal the
law, and so they made a compromise, and elected Sheriff*
who will not enforce it. At the subsequent municipal
election, Mr. Danforth, who is supposed to be unfriendly
to the law, was elected over Mr. Howard, who was re¬

garded as favorable to it This (the Journal adds) loots
as though tli* people of the city of Providence and of the
State approved of the course of the General Assembly in
keeping the law on the statute book, and winking at it#
continual violation

HARVARD COLLEGE.

On Tuesday last Dr. James Walker waa inau¬
gurated aa President of Harvard College. The
address and- induction into office was made by
Governor Clieeord, to which Dr. Walker replied.
A Latin Oration by a member of the senior class
followed. President Walker then delivered his
Inaugural upon the importance and advantages of a

collegiate education. A large audience was present,
amongst whom, besides the three Ex-Presidents,
Josiau Quincy, Edward Everett, and Jared
Sparks, and the Governor of the State, were Mr.
Chief Justice Shaw and other emiaent citizens of
Massachusetts, all exhibiting the interest which they
feel in the welfare of this ancient seat of learning.
The subjoined Letter, which we copy from a late

Mobile paper, announces the determination of Mr.
Braog, who represented that district in the last
Congress, to decline being a candidate for re-election.
We sincerely regret this determination. With that
gentleman we had of course few political affinities,
and, wc arc for our own sake sorry to say, a very
limited personal intercourse. But what wc knew
of him was sufficient to inspire us with esteem for
his character as a high-minded and honorable gen¬
tleman. As an incident of his public service, the
reader can hardly fail to remember the generous
part which he took, as the friend of Vice President
Kino, in the controversy which arose in the Senate,
towards the close of the late session, in respect to
the circumstances of the ratification of the Clayton-
Bulwer Treaty.

There is one sentence in the Letter of this gen¬
tleman which, when taken in connexion with the
recent disclosures of Mr. Venable, Mr. Bayly,
and other members on the floor of the House of llc-
presentatives as to the mode of transacting public
business in that body, cannot fail to produce a pain¬
ful impressiOb upon the minds of those readers who
place a proper estimate upon the observance of pro¬
priety, order, and decorum in the National Councils.
We could heartily wish that there wero no ground
for-the reflections of Mr. B. and other Members of
the House of Representatives on this subject.

LETTER FROM THE HON. JOHN BRAGG.
[rBOM THE MOBILE (ALA.) REGISTER.]

Lowndes CoiiNTt, May 1, 1853.
My Dear Sir: I received yesterday yours of the 27th

ultimo, inquiring whether, under any circumstances, I
could be induced to forego my repeatedly expressed de¬
termination not to become again a candidate for Congress.

I have received similar letters from other friends in the
district, to all of which 1 have replied, as I now reply to
you, that it is my desire not to be considered a candidate
for re-election.

I do not know that it is necessary for me to assign rea¬

sons for my course. I may say, however, that in addi¬
tion to considerations arising out of my private affairs, no
one can be better satisfied than I am that as things are

now conducted in the House of Representatives, I am as

little suited to that body as that body is to me.

During my brief term of service in Congress, without
any attempt at display or any effort to gain notoriety, I
have endeavored faithfully and efficiently to discharge my
duty to my constituents. Looking, too, beyond my im¬
mediate district, whenever a proper occasion was present¬
ed, 1 have been ever ready to maintain the honor and dig¬
nity of the State, and protect the fame and character of
her distinguished sons. That my efforts have been not
altogether unappreciated, is evinced by the manifest in¬
dications of public feeling that every where meet me, and
for which, as I always shall be for the very generous sup¬
port given me in the last election, I am profoundly
grateful.
As 1 observe that the delegations from several counties

in the district to the nominating convention have been
peremptorily instructed to vote for my re-nomination, not¬
withstanding 1 have taken much painB to have it under¬
stood I desired to withdraw from public life, perhaps it
would be best to have this letter published in the news-

papers. Very truly, yours, J. BRAGG.
Daniel Chandler, Esq., Mobile.

The Postmaster General, having had under
consideration the important mail arrangements be¬
tween Louisville (Kentucky) and New Orleans, has
concluded to modify the acceptance of his predeces¬
sor, made on the first of March last, so as to dis¬
pense with the restriction of the servico to low-
pressure boats, and with the way mails between
Cairo and St. Francisville; the compensation to be
adjusted by the standard of the lowest bids received
under thp advertisement therefor.
The contract is therefore concluded with Messrs.

Glover and Mather, who are the lowest bidders
at the recent letting, for the daily express, service
between Louisville and New Orleans, in seven days
each way, and the daily way service between Louis¬
ville and Cairo, and between St. Francisville and New
Orleans, at an annual compensation of $297,975,
from the 1st December next, or as much earlier as

practicable; the Postmaster General reserving the
right to require the supply of six additional offices
by the express line, without additional pay. The
entire service is to be performed in safe aud suitable
steamboats.
The Gardiner Case..On Thursday morning the Jury

sent down a communication to the Court, informing it
that there was no likelihood of their coming to a verdict,
and of their wish to be discharged. The Court in conse¬

quence decided that, although it bad the power to dis¬
charge the Jury, yet as the counsel on neither side had
signified any desire that such should be the case, the Jury
must continue to hold the case for a verdict.
At the time of our going to press last night the Jury

were still locked up in their allotted apartments in the
City Hall.
On Wednesday morning the District Attorney read a

paper to the Court, which he asked to be filed, protesting
against its determination to try the charge against John
Charles Gardiner on Monday next, (which, by a ruling of
the Judge and ngninst the expressed will of the District
Attorney, was postponed till after the trial of Oeorge
A. Gardiner,) chiefly on the ground that a very large
number of cases.two hundred and ninety-seven, of
which sixty-six are on the trial docket.require disposal,
and which ought not to be made subordinate to two or

three cases like the Oardiners, and entail, besides. ex¬

penses on the United States which might be avoided.
After a few words between the Judge and the District
Attorney on the subject of this protest, the Court refused
to allow it to be filed.
A report is current in the city that the Government has

dispatchcd another Commission to Mexieo for the pur-
pose of obtaining further information and evidence for
use in the cases yet to be tried.

The Saut Str. Marie Canal..There has been a fac
tious attempt made to embarrass the construction of this
canal. The necessities of commerce require it, and the
character of the gentlemen who have taken the contract
to build it afforded a sufficient guaranty that there would
be no unnecessary delay in its construction. Others, how¬
ever, who desired the contract themselves, have interpos¬
ed various obstacles, the latest being an attempt to enjoin
the contractors from commencing the work. But both
applications failed, Jadgca Johnson and Douglass, of
Micbignn, before whom the motion was argued, having
refused to grant the motion. The work, therefore, will
now be carried onward with all practicable speed.

[,4Many Journal.

Fai.sb Hair..An article in the London Quarterly Review J
My* that the imports of fal*e h»ir from the Continent into
England amount* to fit* ton* annually, the black hair coming
from Brittany and tbe South of Prance, the light hair from
Germany.

VIRGINIA ELECTION.

The following Telegraphic despatches contain all
the information that has reached us in regard to
the elections held in Virginia on Thursday last:
Alexandria, Mat 27..The following is the vote for

Congress iu this district as far as heard from:
Snowden, (Whig.) Smith, (Dem.) Scott. Pierce.

Alexandria 64-1 839 784 677
West End 64 75. 3
Fairfax C. II 10 .5 .

Waireiiton . 30. 83
SuWui 53., . 78.

Fredericksburg 52 .. 45

823 444 867 707
Snowden's gain 219. The district gave Pierce 701 ma¬

jority.
Lewis McKenzie, Whig, is elected Delegate to the State

Legislature.
Norfolk, May 27..At the election held yesterday Dr.

McKenny, Whig, was elected to the Senate, and Dr. Mal-
lory, Whig, to the House. Millson, Dera., for Congress,also received a majority, and is doubtless elected.
Whkklino, Mai 27..Steenrod lor the Senate has from

1,200 to 1,300 majority in this city, aud is elected in the
district. Messrs. Gaily and Campbell are eleoted to the
House of Delegates.
Habper's Fkrry, May 27..The fol'owhig are the re¬

liable returns for Congress as far as received :

Faulkner, (Dein.) Boteler, (Whig.) Pierce. Scatt.
Jefferson 821 818 89S958
Berkeley 183 .173 .
Clark 29 . 123.

Frederick 25 .397 .

Loudonn . 1061 . 1025

1058 1879 1591 1983
Boteler's gain 429. The counties of Morgan, Warren,

Page, aud Hampshire remain to be heard from, which
gave Pierce 1,677 majority. Mr. Faulkner is probably
elected, though the friends of Mr. Boteler expcct a veryheavy gain in the remaining counties.
In Jefferson county Butler and Gibson, Whigs, ore

eleoted to the House of Delegates, being a Whig gain of
two members.

Richmond, May 27..The vote of this city for Con¬
gress is, for Coleman, Whig, 1,431, Caskie, Dem., 921.
Partial returns from other parts of the district leave no
doubt of Caskie's re-election. O. P. Baldwin, Whig, is
elected State Senator; Anderson and Cowardin to the
House of Delegates.
Baltimore, May 27..We have received definite re¬

turns from several Congressional districts in Virginia, via:
In the first district, Bayly, Dem., is re-eleeted without op¬
position. Second district, Millson, Dem., is re-elected.
Third district, Caskie, Dem., has 300 majority. Fourth
district, Goode,-Dem., is elected. Fifth district, Woot- jton, Whig, has 175 majority in Campbell county; the re¬
sult doubtful. Sixth district, no returns. Seventh dis¬
trict, Snowden, Whig, is 160 ahead, and four counties to
hear from ; the result doubtful. Eighth district, Faulk¬
ner, Dem., is probably chosen. In the ninth, tenth,
twelfth, and thirteenth districts there was no opposition
to the Democratic candidates. Eleventh district, no re¬
turns. The Whigs gain several members of the Legisla¬
ture. No definite returns for Commissioners of Public
Works.vote generally small.

MASSACHUSETTS LEGISLATION.
The Legislature of Massachusetts, which adjourned on

Wednesday evening, refused to give the credit of the
State to the amount of two millions of dollars in aid of
the project of building a tunnel through the Hoosac
Mountain, for the Troy and GreenfieM Railroad. A
bill for the purpose passed the 'House by a considerable
majority, but it was rejected in the Senate.
The action of the Legislature upon the liquor law of

last year has been somewhat anomalous. The House
refused by a large majority to repeal the law, and yet
also refused to pass a supplementary bill, which it is
conceded upon all sides is necessary to give efficacy to
the provisions of the law, and to remedy its defects. An
attempt to effect some legislation upon the subject in the
Senate finally failed on the last night of the session.
A resolve appropriating ten thousand dollars for the

erection of a Statue to Daniel Webster in the State
House, under the supervision of an honorary commission,
passed two contested votes in the House, but was finally,
and to the lasting reproach of the body, defeated by a

majority of two votes.
An act has passed for the enlargement of the State

House, which will furnish much needed additional accom¬
modations for the State library and public offices.
The bank capital of the Commonwealth has been largely

increased by special charters, although not to the extent
petitioned for.

Americas Unitarian Association..The public meet¬
ing of this association was fully attended on Tuesday
evening, at the Church in Federal street. The President,
Rev. Dr. Lothrop, opened the meeting, and prayer was
offered by Rev. Mr. Pbabody, of Portsmouth. Dr. Lo¬
throp addressed the meeting and read some portions of
the annual report. The following resolutions, which had
been drawn up by the committee, were offered for con¬
sideration :

Reeolved, That the divine authority of the (jlospel, as
founded on a special and miraculous interposition of God,in the redemption, is the basis of this association.

Resolved, That while to a large extent we unite with
our fellow christians of every name in laboring by com¬
mon means for common ends, we have also a distinot
work whose essential importance and adaptedness alike to
the existence of pure Christianity and the wants of the
age demand our continued existence and action as a dis¬
tinct denomination.

Ruolved, That while many of the signs of the times are
so auspicious for the rapid spread of liberal Christianity,
our denominational memories and hopes, blending with
our sacred obligations to the truth as we hold it, should
conjoin and animate us with new zeal and send ns forth
to cheerful labor in the light of glorious promises, to
make the waste places of humanity rejoice and bloom un¬
der the renewing power of the religion of Christ.

Hon. J. G. Palfret, of Cambridge, spoke in an elo¬
quent and forcible manner to the first resolution, Rev.
Mr. Aloer, of Roxbury, addressed the meeting in a very
interesting manner upon the seoond resolution, and Rev.
Mr. Bellows, of New York, upon the third.

[Boiton Daily Advertiter.

EUROPEAN AFFAIRS.
The latest accounts from Europe are not of a very stir

ring character. Still the want of all definite and authen-
tic information relative to the matters which but recent¬
ly wrought up the publio mind to so much expectation
shows that what was unsettled a month ago is unsettled
yet. Contradictory statements, backward and forward,
respecting the affairs of Russia and Turkey, have been
repeated during the whole of that time, and the field is j
open as wide as ever for new affirmations and new con¬
tradictions. We are still told by the letter-writers of
Constantinople that both Powers arc arming and disarm-
ing; that the Russian demands are known and unknown,
and that negotiations are proceeding amicably, and snap¬
ping off with a Russian ultimatum. There seems to have
been from the beginning " a good deal to say on both
sides," which is the most satisfactory account we can

give of the whole matter.. Motion Courier.

A Terrible Accident Expected..We take the follow-
ing extract from a Louisville paper, and advise the pub-
lie to keep their eyes on the telegraphic despatches from
that quarter, if they are fond of reading of fearful ac-
oidents:

A. L. SnoTWKix Abeap.The Eci.ipsb's Tibr thrown in-
to the Shape!.Much exeiUment was created in the cityabout (ix o'clock last evening, by tho announcement that theA. Ij. Shotwell had pa^ed Paducah twenty minute* ahead ofthe Eclipse's time. If this he true, of which there is hardy a
doubt, the Shotwell will heat the Eclipse's time to this portsome two hour*. By a despatch from Cairo, via St. LouU, weloarn that the Shotwell wan three minute« ahead of the Eclipse'stime at Yleksburg, five minutesbehind itat Memphis, and nineminutes ahead of itat Cairo. It is generally believed that «hcwill make a better run in the Ohio than tho Eclipse. Bet* weremade last night that she would come in two hours ahead of,her to Portland. She will be due ahoat.Ave o'clock this evening
A Xoseoay..A man's knowledge consists in what he knows:but who knows as much about noses as the genius who wrote

the following knows?
" Knows he that neyer took » pinch.Nosey, the iilnaaiirw thmr* which flowsfKnown he tne titllstlng joyWhich «i xnaa known?

Oh, dm! 1 sm as prowl of thee
As any mountain of rrs «nnws;] Ease on thee »nii W the jo>A Komau knows'"

CENTRAL AMERICA.

We have dates from Casta Rica to May 7th, from
San Salvador to April 8th, from Honduras to March
20th, and La Gaceta of Nicaragua to April 2d.

The Inaugural Message of the President of the
Republic of Costa Rica, Juan Raphael Mora, it
before us. He states that, though called almost b<jan unanimous vote, he assumes tne office with reloc-
taoce. His past career, he says, is a plodgi of his
future conduot. He then goes on -to treat of the in¬
terior affairs of the Republic, which is tranquil and
happy. We also have his message upon the open¬ing of Congress. Speakiug of foreign affairs, the
port of Punta Arenas, he says, has an importance
now ob the map it never had before. A steamer c*i/ir»ct
with a rich United States capitalist to touch th#r« ag¬
grandizes it. lie congratulates Costa Rica that it is at
peace with all other States. The old spirit of diriding
and subdividing the Central American States, he hope*,
is gone, and he urges union among them. Franc* is ne¬

gotiating for a reduction of duties on ooffee. England
and the United States have offered their mediation with
Nicaragua as to boundaries. The Washington Cabinet
oame handsomely to the aid of Costa Rica in defending
her from the attacks of obscure agents. Negotiations
are going on with the Holy See, also with Austria, Tus¬
cany, and Sardinia. With Peru there is particularly a

good understanding. With New Granada boundary diffi¬
culties and dangers are impending, a happy settlement of
Which is hoped for. He concludes With thanking God
that Costa Rica is prosperous, happy, enjoying peace and
consideration and credit among foreign nations.

The San Salvador Gazette publishes a document show¬
ing a contract for the steam navigation of the River
Lempa. Cardinal Antonelli, from Rome, announces a

recognition of the illustrious Senor D. Tomas Miguel Pi¬
neda y Zaldana as Bishop elect of San Salvador. We
have the discourse of the President of the San Salvador
Assembly upon the closing of the Assembly, which seem*
to indicate that all hope of a restoration of the Central
American Confederacy is over. San Salvador declines
making any more attempts.
The Honduras Gaxette publishes some communication*

respecting Guatemala and Honduras, which go to show
there is some prospect of a restoration of peace. Both
States have named commissioners to treat upon a division
line. Genera! Cabanas, however, was preparing himself
for a warlike result in case peace could not be made.
The Government of Honduras was levying an extraordi¬
nary tax to provide the means for war. Crntrality is noti
favored in Honduras.

From Nicaragua we Lave the discourse of pon Frcto-
Chamohro, the Director of the State, upon the opening of
the Chambers, but we see nothing in it remarkable. He
says he considers himself as a father of a family, (to the'
State,) to be fond, but just, and bound in all cases to eon-
suit the good of his children. On foreign affairft he
is silent. Order and progress is his watchword. Hi*
oountry is the State. The rule of things, not of persons ;
ef principles, not of passions, will guide him. He con-
eludes with a curious appeal to the "Illustrious Pastor of
Nicaragua, the venerable Clergy," &c.f who, he hopes,
will keep the State in the way of Liberty, Equality, and
Religion; and he then addresses the soldier*, Ac. The
document i* rich reading, upon the whole..N. T. Express.

DECREES OF SANTA ANNA.

New Orleans, May 23..Dates from th« city of Mexico
to the 18th instant were received here yesterday by the
arrival of the steamship Texas.

Santa Anna had issued many other arbitrary decrees.
Legislative authority of all kinds had been suspendedthroughout the republic, and the offices of Governor and
Military Commandant have been united in the same
person.

Another decree, disarming all private citixens, prohi¬biting the possession of arms, powder, or any kind of
munitions, and bringing the Telegraph under the oontro)
of the Government, has also been issued.

Gen. Lombardini has been promoted to the Generalshipof his division.
Santa Anna has ordered the remains of all soldiers who

fell in the American war to be disinterred and placed in
suitable sepulchres, and to have the names of Generals
Vasques and Leon, who were killed in the same war, to
be inscribed on the banners of the army, and that theybe considered as having been promoted Generals of Divi¬
sions before their death.
A levee has been held of all the officers and soldier*

who were mutilated in the American war, called the
" Levee of the Mutilated." Santa Anna made a feelingaddress, in which he told them that their country never
forgot them.
A project for a new National Bi.nk has also been start¬

ed based upon a Government loan of from eight to twelve
million dollars.
The French Minister has assured the Government that

the new expedition of Count Boulbon has been disparted.
FROM EL MONITOR REPI BLICANO, MEXICO, APRIL 26, 1858.
We notice with great pleasure that the pnyect of con¬

structing a .railrood between this capital and Tacubaya,
and other points in the neighborhood, will soon be com¬
menced, under the protection of Gen. Santa Anita, who
has always anxiously desired to see such improvements in
the country.
The perseverance of Mr. Conde ni la Cobtina, and hia

fortunate choice of the well known and skilful engineer,
Don. Carlos Bittkrfield, will soon enable us to see this
useful work completed. Without doubt this first will
give rise to new enterprises of a similar kind, and will
give such an impulse to commerce as will soon plaoe n»
upon a level with the most flourishing nations of Europe.
The New York Crtstal Palace..It is impossible to

say as yet when the exhibition will open. A compara¬tively short time would suffice to finish the main structure,but several weeks must elapse before it can be completedin all its parts, the machinery arranged and put in work¬
ing order, the goods entered and prepared for exhibition.
This unexpeoted delay is unfortunate and mortifyiag, and
many individuals, both at home and abroad, will expe¬rience serious disappointment. In consequenoe of thia
delay, or for some other reason, Crystal Palace stock,which at one time sold as high as 175, was yesterdaydown to 112. Even in its present state, the Palace is an
interesting objcct of curiosity, and has already attracted
to the dty many visiters.-.Journal of Commrtrt.

Fact vi. Tkleorapii..The telegraph has spread far
and wide a story, originating from the least possible foun¬dation, that a dreadful railroad accident was recently bat
pust escaped on the Maine railroad. In the New York
papers of Tuesday evening it is spoken of as anotherNorwalk affair. The simple fact is that a small bridge inEast Kingston, several miles from Salmon Falls, was discovered to be on fire, but put out with a single bucket of
water, and that at no time was the train in the least dan¬
ger. When the public mind is so painfully alive to thesubject of the perils of travel, we cannot too carefullyavoid agitating it by false and unfounded rumors.

[Bofton Allot.
Methodist Book Concern..The annual statement efthe Methodist Book Concern was read before the Metho¬dist Conference in New York on Wednesday. Total amount

of assets are $706,783.08. Amount of sales and receipt*for periodicals, $252,648.67. Due on book accounts aod
notes, $29,858.50. The establishment is said to be in a
very prosperous condition.
Colored EAoration to Jamaica..J. Wesley Harri¬

son, a colored man from South Carolina, who emigrated
to Jamaica two years since, is said to be so much pleased
with his new home that he has returned to New York in
order to persuade free colored persons to follow his exam¬
ple and go to Jamaica.
The Crystal Palace in London covered twenty acres;

that of New York covers two acres and a half. That cost
£176.000; this at least-$.100,000. Thst occupied eight
months in its erection: this has already consumed that
space of time, and will not be finished for many weeks yot.

At Wilmington, (N. C.) on Wednesday, they had ripe
watermelons, but tne weather was too cold to allow them
to be eaten.
A man named Wardle was lately convicted in England

of marrying eight wives, all of whom were present at
his trial.
The new Catholic Cathedral in course of erection at

Charleston will seat nearly one thousand persons, and its
ooat will be not much under $80,000.
Why is a horse half-way through a gate like a half¬

penny ? Because there's a head at one side, and a tail
at the other.

Washington, Mat 20, 1858.
Messrs. Editors: How is it that we are so magnani¬

mous as to allow the British Minutur to fish in our waters,
and almost within gun-shot of our capital, wheu Queen
Victoria will not let even the $ov«rexgn» of this countryfish in British waters* QvERirr.


